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As Catholics, the Mass is the center of our Faith. We celebrate it every day. We know all the

responses. We know all the gestures. But do we know what it all means? In A Biblical Walk Through

the Mass, Dr. Edward Sri takes us on a unique tour of the Liturgy. Based on the revised translation

of the Mass which goes into effect Advent, 2011, this book explores the biblical roots of the words

and gestures we experience in the Liturgy and explains their profound significance. This intriguing

look at the Mass is sure to renew your faith and deepen your devotion to the Eucharist. This book is

used as the text for the Adult Faith Formation Program, but may also be purchased separately at

steep bulk discounts. For parishes not doing a study, this is a perfect resource for catechizing adults

on the true meaning of the Mass, and why it is so central to our faith.
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I have been a Priest for 47 years. I love celebrating Mass, but it can sometimes be a bit humdrum

after so many thousands of celebrations. Dr. Sri opens my mind and heart to the richness of the

Mass that I was never taught in all my theological formation which includes a Doctor of Ministry

degree.Most priests I talk with are disgusted with the idea of a new, more correct translation of the

Roman Missal Third Edition. If they were to read Sri's Biblical Walk... they would change their

minds. So much griping about such an "insignificant" thing as changing: "And with you" to "And with

your spirit" becomes a point of major insight and challenge to me as a Priest celebrant. It becomes

not a cliche response but a real challenge for me as celebrant to know who I represent and what I

have the privilege to do. Sri points out that it is the peoples way of saying that I am going to do the



most sacred action I can possibly do and I had better do it in such a way as that I truly take the

place of Jesus doing it. I need God's Spirit, oh how I need it to celebrate Mass in the person of

Christ Himself. No more rattling off words without much, if any, thought as to what the celebrant is

saying; no more "saying Mass" instead of "praying the Mass." My spirit needs all of the Spirit it can

get and this response reminds me of that. And I like it that it is the people who are reminding me of

that every time they say it to me. If I really hear their response it seems to me that they are telling

me to be genuine or it would be better not to continue the celebration--yet they do it in a kind and

loving way.This book has driven me to my knees to ask God to help me love and understand my

role as celebrant at least half as much as does the "layman" Dr. Sri.

I was very pleased to receive a review copy of Edward Sri's 'A Biblical Walk Through the Mass'

about a month ago and have finally had the chance to read through this excellent work.As priests

have long known, the Mass is a Biblical prayer: there are hints and allusions to the Scriptures in

everything that is done at the Mass. In this work, Sri helps to make those connections for the

average reader who may not have the working knowledge of Scripture or the Mass required to make

these connections. Plus, with the upcoming changes in the English translation for the Mass, some

terms and phrases will not roll off the tongue as easily, leading many to ask: 'Why?' Sri answers

these questions with ease and an accessibility for the average reader.The book is broken down into

the four major sections of the Mass: Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist,

and the Concluding Rites. He begins each section with a general overview of what that moment in

Mass is meant to convey and then walks through each section of Mass, highlighting the Biblical

connections and also applying the lessons for today's readers. When warranted, he highlights

specific changes in the text for Mass, giving both the Biblical and Theological rationale for the new

text.Of particular note is his explanation on pp. 112-3 of the change from 'for all' to 'for many' in the

consecration of the Chalice. I was very pleased to see the connections to the Prophet Isaiah

highlighted and the explanation that 'each individual must choose to welcome the gift of salvation

and live according to this grace, so that he or she may be among "the many" who are described in

this text.
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